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Annexure “F” 

ACADEMY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP SA (PTY) LTD 

PROTOCOL FOR THE PREVENTION OF THE SPREAD OF THE COVID-19 VIRUS - LABORATORY AND FIELD WORK 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this protocol is to set out standard measures and procedures to minimise the risk of Covid-19 

infections during compulsory laboratory and field work. 

 

Scope 

This protocol deals with safety and sanitary measures and procedures in respect of the laboratory area and the 

handling of laboratory equipment during practical work, and for the safe conduct of field work. This protocol 

articulates with the AEL Protocol for the prevention of the spread of the Covid-19 virus on the campus and, 

especially with Paragraph 5 in the document stating the following: 

 

5. Lecture and study areas  

5.1 Masks should be worn at all times. 

5.2 Hands must be washed before entering the lecture hall and/or sterilised every two to four hours. 

5.3 Frequently touched areas must be regularly cleaned and sterilised before and after use.  

 

Protocol 

 

1. Laboratory area and equipment:  

1.1 The laboratory area, all work surfaces and equipment shall be sterilised by the AEL support staff 

before lectures or practicums start. 

1.2 Any equipment to be used by a particular student on a particular occasion shall be sterilised before 

use by that student, and again after use. Steriliser/Sanitising agents will be supplied by the AEL. 

1.3 Any equipment which is to be handled by all students in turn shall be sanitised every time before 

handing it from one student to the other. 
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1.4 Where it is necessary to move any equipment from the laboratory area to the lecturing hall, or if 

such equipment is to be used during field work, equipment shall be handed out by the lecturer to 

specific students who shall be responsible for the  

  

equipment. Only one student at any one time shall be permitted in the laboratory area to collect 

equipment. 

1.5 Face masks should at all times be worn by students and lecturers. 

1.6 For group practical work indoors, groups will consist of no more than 4 students per group to ensure 

appropriate physical distancing. A minimum distance of 1,5 m will be maintained at all times 

between individual group members. 

1.7 Students should wash their hands with water and soap and/or sterilise their hands after every 

session 

 

2. Field work 

2.1 Students and lecturers shall at all times wear face masks and maintain the prescribed physical 

distancing. Physical distancing arrangements will be demonstrated graphically to students before 

each practicum. 

2.2 Equipment, which will be pre-sterilised, needed for field work shall be handed out by the lecturer 

to specific students who shall be responsible for the equipment during use for the practical work. 

2.3 Any equipment which is to be handled by all students in turn shall be sanitised every time before 

handing it from one student to the other. 

2.4 Equipment will be sterilised by the responsible student before it is handed back after the field work 

and placed at a dedicated area in the lecturing hall.  

2.5 For fieldwork students will be divided into groups of no more than 10 students per group. 

2.6 Groups will maintain a distance of 30 metres between each group. Lecturers will rotate between 

groups to explain the particular subject or phenomenon and to assist students in so far as may be 

necessary, or, alternatively, groups will rotate, always ensuring a distance of 30 metres between 

groups. A minimum distance of 1.5 m will be maintained between individual group members. 
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2.7 A champion student will be appointed in each group to ensure that all students obey the applicable 

rules to prevent the spread of Covd-19.  

2.8 Students should wash their hands with water and soap and/or sterilise their hands after every 

fieldwork session. 


