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At the AEL we develop and grow young adults through personal
development to allow them to prosper in the next stage of their
lives, may it be to further their studies or immediately embark on
their career paths. Combining academic learning, fun and outdoor
adventure the AEL is perfectly positioned to assist young adults in the transition
between school and life after school. We offer a structured academic programme
presented in a safe and nurturing environment, where we assist the young adult to
discover themselves and what it is that they want for their future.

THE AEL CURRICULUM
The NQF Level 5 National Higher
Certificate in Conservation Ecology
academic programme is designed to serve
as a bridging year between school and the
next phase of life.

It comprises of ten modules spanning a
variety of seven disciplines in relation to
Conservation Ecology, including Personal
Development and Conflict Management.
Conservation Ecology is a
multidisciplinary and integrating field of
study that has to do with the protection

RE-WRITE
MATRIC EXAMS
(NSC & IEB)

and maintenance of the environment,
and sustainable utilisation of land, water
as threatened natural resources. The
student will gain knowledge on specific
elements of Nature Conservation,
Biology, Ecology, Soil Science,
Geography, Data Sciences, Social
Sciences and Environmental Legislation.
The academic modules are
complemented by practical training,
some of which are done outdoors in the
veld, and others are done in our Campus
Laboratory.
MORE ABOUT THE CURRICULUM >

We facilitate the re-writing of Matric Mathematics and Sciences
(NSC & IEB). By securing the services of expert teachers in the
specific fields for tutoring and presenting additional classes,
we support and encourage our students in their strive to
successfully apply for further study at a College or University.

APPLY FOR A TRANSFORMATIVE ACADEMIC YEAR >
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND ACADEMIC TOURS
An important component of personal development is achieved by balancing academics
with meaningful and adventurous extra-curricular activities and academic tours. Some of
the other outdoor activities and practical modules offered include:
• Orange River rowing
• Fieldcraft & Tracking course
• First Aid training
• An extended academic tour and day excursions visiting the West Coast and 			
Richtersveld nature reserves, farms, alternative energy facilities, and mines.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES & TOURS >

UIZIP CAMPUS & FACILITIES
Our Uizip Campus, situated on a 21 ha farm right on
the banks of the Orange River, is perfectly positioned
to provide a safe environment with all the facilities
you need to live and study and make life-long friends.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accommodation in student residence
Meals, seven days a week
Braai area
Equipped Laboratory
Filtered drinking water
Games equipment
Gym
Rolling lawns & lots of open space
Swimming pool (25m)
WiFi and data

“

READ MORE TESTIMONIALS >

We were looking for a year that
resembled a GAP year but not a total
break from studying and a space where
personal growth would form part of
the package. AEL provided our son with
exactly this. He has grown tremendously
in an environment that provided balance
between structure and routine for
educational purpose yet full of fun
and enjoyment.

“

Liezel Anguelova, Morninghill, Gauteng.
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EAT

SLEEP

Three tasty and nutritious meals
are served daily, freshly prepared
by our well trained kitchen staff,
right from the convenience of our
on-site fully equipped kitchen.

Our campus accommodation
offers fully furnished rooms,
with clean and regularly
serviced ablution facilities.

PLAY
Students can enjoy this breathtaking campus oasis with its abundance of open space
and rolling lawns while taking part in social sports and activities such as fishing in the
river, rowing, or relaxing around a crackling fire in the open braai area. A well-equipped
gym, TV and games area and a 25m swimming pool further compliment our campus’s
recreational facilities.

LIFE AFTER THE AEL
ENTER THE JOB MARKET
Career opportunities are varied and
span over several industries. The Higher
Certificate in Conservation Ecology is a
career-focused qualification that is broad
but also intensive. It touches base with
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industries such as agriculture, game
farming, forestry, mining, solar and wind
farms, ecotourism, nature reserve
management, alien plant control and
law enforcement. Work-readiness is an
important outcome to suit the
industries’ needs.

Environmental
Assessment Career

Nature
Conservationist

Corporate
Environmental Managers

Game Reserve and
Resort Managers

Field Guide

Tourism
Officer

THE AEL 2023 PROSPECTUS

THE AEL IS AN ENABLER TO ACHIEVE ALL YOUR ASPIRATIONS
CLASS OF 2021

FURTHER YOUR STUDIES
The AEL’s qualification serves as an
alternative route for admission into
universities and other higher education
providers if you meet their entry
requirements; the so-called articulation

THE AEL’S ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS:
• National Senior Certificate (NSC)
with a Higher Certificate pass
• 40% In English
• 30% In Mathematics (55% in 		
Mathematical Literacy may be 		
considered)
• 40% In either Life Sciences or 		
Physical Sciences (Alternative 		
subjects may be considered,
please contact us to discuss)

possibility. The academic programme
provides an excellent foundation, a
gateway to higher learning for diploma
or graduate study by providing students
with the basic knowledge, skills, critical
analyses, work ethics and confidence,
which are all essential for further studies
towards a diploma or degree.

THE AEL 2023 FEES
ARE R172 500
AND INCLUDE:
NQF 5 Accredited Programme Fee
Study Tour and Day Trips
Comfortable Accommodation
Three Meals a Day
The use of all Campus Facilities
FEES IN MORE DETAIL >

CONTACT US
E: application@afel.ac
T: 082 441 6825
A: Uizip, Upington, Northern Cape, 8801

www.afel.co.za
READY TO APPLY >
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THE AEL CURRICULUM
The year-long programme consists of ten modules covering key disciplines in
Conservation Ecology and Personal Development.
The academic modules are complemented by practical outdoor activities and tours,
e.g. an extended Richtersveld tour, first aid and field craft and tracking. At the end
of the year, successful students obtain an NQF-level 5 National Higher Certificate in
Conservation Ecology.

MODULE 01

COMMUNICATION SKILLS
Master oral and written communication
skills to effectively convey the message
and principles of conservation to the
wider public. Learn to communicate
the plight of biological diversity to
governments and the wider public.
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MODULE 02

LEGISLATIVE
FRAMEWORK
PERTAINING TO
THE ENVIRONMENT
Environmental legislation serves as
the basis for all conservation efforts.
During this module you will gain
an understanding of South African
legislation. This will permit you as
conservationist to take action while
still acting within the legal boundaries
of South Africa.
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MODULE 03

INTRODUCTION
TO CONSERVATION
ECOLOGY
Gain an understanding of the key
principles that form the basis for
conservation efforts. During this
module the earth’s biodiversity,
its value for mankind including
conservation ecology as the practical
solution to the current biodiversity
crisis are explored.

MODULE 04

CONSERVATION
ECOLOGY
Learn about the different levels of
ecological organization, how this
relates to conservation and how to
use this knowledge to take action
to prevent the loss of species and
ecosystem malfunction.

MODULE 05

SUSTAINABILITY
Understand the concept of
sustainability and its relevance for
conservation. After completing this
module, you’ll be able to illustrate the
principles of sustainability as well as its
importance for conservation through
using sustainable veld management as
a vehicle.
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MODULE 06

IDENTIFICATION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
THREATS
An introduction to the different factors
that threaten biological diversity.
Furthermore, you will learn how to
identify, within the field situation,
whether such threats are present and
impacting the environment.

MODULE 07

MECHANISM FOR
DEALING WITH
ENVIRONMENTAL
THREATS
An introduction to the different
strategies to address the various
environmental threats. This will
enable you as conservationist to
choose the appropriate techniques for
environmental rehabilitation efforts.

MODULE 08

DATA COLLECTION
AND HANDLING
After completing this module, you will
be able to demonstrate knowledge,
understanding and skills in collecting,
sifting and recording data relevant to
nature conservation, and compiling
basic reports on collected data for
record keeping and action. This will
enable you to partake in research
projects.

MODULE 09

CONFLICT MANAGEMENT
Learn to identify situations where
there is potential for conflict on
environmental issues and conflicting
stakeholder interests, and demonstrate
skills in managing such conflict.
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MODULE 10

PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT
Identify your own strengths,
weaknesses and development areas,
understand the importance of
character and values in your choices
and actions, and become aware of the
influence your thoughts and words
have on your life.

Think you have what it takes to step
up and take command of your career?
So do we!
Throughout the year we assist you
to determine your own goals and
formulate your own mission in life,
empowering you with a sense of
purpose which will help you to make
informed decisions about your future.

ELEMENTS OF OUR PERSONAL LEADERSHIP MODEL
INTRODUCTION
Building the foundations
of your plan

SELF KNOWLEDGE

PERSONAL
LEADERSHIP
PLAN

• Personality
• Values
• Emotional
Intelligence
• Attitudes
• Character

CAREER CHOICE
• Career Counselling
• Assistance with 		
Applications:
- Admission Criteria
- National Benchmark Tests
- Personal Potential
- Personal Goal Setting

LIFE SKILLS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communication
Goal Setting
Time Management
Decision Management
Reflection
Stress Management

GO BACK UP
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OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
& TOURS
Our annual fees are all-inclusive and cover all students’ needs for the year including
accommodation, food, study materials, tours and more.

01

WELCOMING PROGRAMME
Our welcoming programme includes teambuilding exercises, veld excursions on the banks
of the orange river in the green Kalahari as well
as an academic introduction.

02

FIELDCRAFT AND TRACKING
Tell an animal from its tracks. You will learn from
experienced naturalists and through scientific
methods how to unveil the treasures of nature.

03

FIRST AID
Accidents happen without warning, in the least
expected places. We will equip you to deal with
these situations in a calm and informed manner.

04

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
We have been placed on this planet to protect
nature and serve those around us - but what if
we can combine these responsibilities? You will
be part of new initiatives to uplift communities
and to teach them to take ownership of their
environment, their livelihoods and future.

05

ORANGE RIVER ROWING
Experience the adventure of a rowing trip on
the great Orange River, taking in the beautiful
surrounds during the day and sleeping under the
stars at night.
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06

THE AEL STUDY TOUR
AEL Students embark on an
extended action-packed educational
tour to the Richtersveld and
surround. All tour costs are included
in the annual fee package.

EXPERIENCE THE
MAJESTIC RICHTERSVELD
Visit the Richtersveld with its various biomes, learn
more about the incredible adaptations of nature
to this arid environment. See the mighty Orange
River meet the sea at Alexander Bay. Enjoy a unique
learning experience visiting mines and abalone farms
around Springbok, Aggeneys and Kleinzee.

GO BACK UP
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AEL IN THEIR WORDS

“The Academy provided our son with
a structured environment to grow and
mature this year, while also offering
him an exceptional opportunity to be
lectured in emotional development.
Of course, he enjoyed the field trips
and tours tremendously - rowing on
the Orange River, touring Namibia
and camping in the Kgalagadi
Transfrontier Park. We are immensely
grateful to the leadership and staff at
AEL for their investment in our son
over the past year. He is now ready to
resume his university degree and he
could not have achieved this without
their guidance.”
STEPHAN JOUBERT
PARENT

“This year was f illed
with adventure, the
lessons were engaging
and I made f riends to
last a lifetime.”
LIRIA, GRADUATE

“If you’re still undecided on the
course of study you should take
next year, then AEL is the place
to go. The campus is right on the
Orange River. You will learn how a
typical University Institution works,
and while studying, still enjoy life’s
everyday pleasures like f ishing,
excursions to SANPARKS, rowing
on the Orange River and making
lifelong f riends.”
ANDRE, GRADUATE
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“Although apprehensive about being very far from home, our son
tackled 2017 supported by the fantastic team both on and off AEL
campus. As the year progressed, he developed lasting friendships
with other students, matured under the mentorship and guidance
of the leaders, and participated in activities and visited places he
perhaps would never have the opportunity to experience in his
lifetime. He completed his year more mature, grounded and certain
about his future career path. It was a year that had a big positive
impact on his life and will never be forgotten - the best kind of Gap
Year we could have wished for.”
ERICA BOSHOFF
MOTHER
“The AEL year course is an
incredible opportunity for your
child to find themselves, learn
how to work in a team, become
independent and self-sufficient,
all while learning an incredible
amount about the environment
and how to be an ambassador
for those with no voice.
A beautiful, well equipped
campus with a very high
academic level. We will
personally recommend this
course for your child.”

“You will get up-close and
personal with nature, be
encouraged to leave your
comfort zone and develop
as a leader.”
PETER, GRADUATE

WILLIE & BERNICE STEYN
PARENTS

GO BACK UP
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ALL-INCLUSIVE FEES
Our annual fees are all-inclusive and cover all students’ needs for the year including
accommodation, food, study materials, tours and more.

FEES INCLUDE:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Academic day trips
Accommodation in student residence*
All expenses paid tour
All meals, seven days a week
Course material
Gym facilities

•
•
•
•
•

Games Room
Laboratory fees
Orange river rowing expedition
Tuition fees
WiFi and data

Fees exclude: re-write and tuition costs of any Matric exam re-writes, all trips to
town, laundry, stationery and handbooks.
*Student rooms are fully furnished with a bed, mattress, cupboard, desk and chair.

FEES PAYABLE AS FOLLOWS:
• R500 with application
• R35 500 upon acceptance
• R35 500 payable 7 days prior to the date of registration.
• R35 500 by 31 March 2023
• R35 500 by 30 June 2023
• R30 000 by 30 September 2023

GO BACK UP
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ARE YOU READY?
Download and complete our 2023 Application Form. There are
only a limited number of spaces available for 2023. Don’t miss out!

1

Submit application with all the necessary supporting documents to
application@afel.ac.

2

We confirm compliance and request application fee.

3

After receiving proof of payment, your application
will be submitted to the Admissions Committee.

APPLY NOW >

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
Once the Admissions Committee has reviewed
your application, we will notify you accordingly.

ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS?
Contact us via our contact page or get in touch with
Gys Botha at 082 441 6825 or send an email to
application@afel.ac.

ACCREDITATION
The Academy for Environmental leadership
SA (Pty) Ltd is provisionally registered with
the Department of Higher Education and
Training until 31 December 2024 as a private
higher education institution under the Act
Registration certificate No.2021/HE07/003.

GO BACK UP
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